
WASHINGTON — HanoiV 
chief neifotiator in Pans, Le Due 
Tho hab dropped diplomatic 
hints that he’s willing to resume 
secret talks with President 
Nixon’s foreign pohey • u 
Henry Kissinger 

This has cheered the caiiuous 
Kissinger, who has already gone 
several futile rounds with the 
North Vietnamese at 4hc bar- 
gaimng table but who now sees 
hope for a negotiated settlement 
of the Vietnam War. Here’s his 
reasomng 

—In the past, the Hanoi leaders 
have refused to give up at the 
truce table what they have felt 
sure they could win on the battle 
field But their big offensive is 
now -.tailing, the iiilii ' uil >■ 
less certam. Tliey underesi iiii lU ■! 
.South Vietnamese resistance and 
miscalculated, President Nixon’s 
determination to strike back 
General Nguyen Giap, the North 
Vietnamese commander, is also 
regarded as too cautious to risk 
losing his army m a sustained, go- 
for broke assault 

—In the past, the North Viet 
namese have counted upon 
Russia to keep their arsenal wall 
supplied fhe Nixon-Brorhnev 
accords in Moscow, however 
have shaken Hanoi’s confidence 
m future Soviet support. Hanoi's 
messages to Moscow (it’s no 
secret we can intercept them) 
have become increasingly Intter 
and suspicious 

— In the past, the Chmese have 
always urged the North Viet- 
namese to iBght on Since the 
Nixon visit to Peking, however, 
the Chmese have softened their 
mihtancy and have spoken 
favorably of a negotiated 
settlement. 

— Commumcations intercepts 
also reveal <i spht m the Hanoi 
hierarchy Apparently, the hawks 
are fiercely determined to go it 
alone, if necessary, without mih- 
tarv aid from Russia and China. 
While this hardline attitude has 
prevailed in the past, the doves 
are gammg support for a nego- 
tiated settlement and the military 
respite it would bring 

— Hanoi also expected the anti- 
war sentiment in America to 
restram IT S. .ur and sea power 
during die offensive. The peace 
demonstrations, however, were 
comparatively mild The puhtical 
polls ilso show Richard Nixon, 
not the antiwar George 
McGovern. ahead m the 
presidential standings 


Kissmger is guarded, neverthe- 
less, about the prospects for a 
negotiated pence He doesn’t 
expect Hanoi to settle the war at 
least until after the November 
election, 'The North Vietnamese 
will want to be sure whom the 
next president will be beiore they 
come to terms. 

Kissinger also had the exas 
* peratmg experience of nego 
hating with the Hanoi crowd 
even before he came to the White 
House He played an unpubhciacd 
role in the 1967 negohanons that 
led, ultimately, to the bombing 
halt 

.As a Harvard professor. 
Kissinger joined a groun ot 
Pugwash narhcipants who dis 
cussed the Vietnam War in Pans 
in June 1 967 He became close to 
a French scientist, Herbert M.irco 
vich, ind another Frenchman, 
Raymond Aubrac, who had once 
taken Ho Chi Minh mto his home 
m Piris Aubrac, therefore, had 
access to the .aging Hu in Hanoi 

Kissmger arranged through 
tnends' in Washington tor Mar 
covich md Aubrac to dehver a 
mL>sbage to the Hanoi leadcrshio, 
offering “to stop all aenal and 
naval bombardment ot North 
Vietnam when this wall lea 1 
promptly to productive 
discussions." 

Weeks of negotiations wound 
up in a fruitless disuute over 
semantics Kissinger, in a secret 
report on his last contact with his 
French friends, summarized 

“1 said that the issue was rccdly 
quite simple If Hanoi wanted to 
negotiate, it should be able to find 
some way of expressmg this fact 
by means other than subtle 
changes in tense and elliptical 
references full of double 
meanmgs.’’ 

The bombing halt was nego- 
tiated the following year through 
other contacts. 

BOBBY BAKER’S BOOK — 
TTie irresponsible Bobby Baker 
formerly Lyndon Johnson s 
protege in the Senate, is wnang 
his memoirs after serving a hitch 
m prison for income tax violabon 
He has finished only onf chapter, 
lb now dickering with publishers. 
In one episode. Baker will tell 
how he collected .in envelope^ 
stufied with cash fi;om Inter-j 
nation.ll Telephone and Tele-} 
graph for the 1960 Democratic) 
presidential campaign. 

OIL MONEY — Standard Oil 
of Cahfomia has now admitted 
what conservationists have 
suspected all along that the 


suuipauy supports its political 
natnds with hard cash. The 
.admission came in a proxy 
statement ‘Political contri- 
butions,’’ conceded the corporate 
statement, are made to ‘political 
c.iubes in the best interests of 
^he Company and its stock- 
hold f 1 II ii,i 1 il , 1 , , , n 
corpi r III 1 inrii>iii.ii n-, ir 
banned by the Federal Corrupt 
ftactices Act. When we called 
Standard s Vice President George 
T Ballou, however, he contended 
Standard kicked in monev only to 
state and local candidates 
OPERA’TION HOUSECLEAN- 
ING — The Business Executives 
Move for Peace, a group of 
antiwar corporate bigwigs, have 
won four victones out of four 
attempts in their campaign 
against the House’s hawks on 
Vietnam The businessmen s 
money helped give liberal banker 
Fortney Stark a surprise upset 
over crusty Rep George MiUer, D- 
CaJif The antiwar executives 
also backed primary victors Rep 
Pete McCloskey, R-Calif , lawyer 
Eugene Gallegos of New Mexico 
and car dealer Roger Boas of 
C.ilifbrma The drive, called 
‘Operation Housecleanmg,” will 
next go after Reps Joiin Rooney 
and James Delaney, both New 
York Democrats, and Wayne 
.Aspmoll, D-Colo 


